10. In early American history, Halloween was not

INTELLIGENCE BRIEFING

practiced. It was not widely observed until the 20th

* Celebration of Halloween is Hostile to the Gospel * . . .

century. It was introduced by the Irish Catholic
Halloween more than suggests supernatural risks settlements. NOTE: Ireland is the only country in the
lurking behind the scene; it is not a harmless little fun. world where Halloween is a national holiday.

As Christians, it should be problematic though many 11. In medieval England, the Halloween festival was
shrug it off as one of the vestiges of days gone by. known as All Hallows’ Eve. Since it was associated
with prayers for those in purgatory, the feast was
abolished in the Church of England after the

Reformation but has since been revived in Anglo-

The following facts are compiled for your information.
An uninformed Christian is dangerous to the Kingdom of
God. Be aware, be alert, and be informed of the wiles Catholic churches.

of the devil. Ignorance is no excuse for sin.

|Modern Halloween Traditions

Pagan Background | The Jack-o-Latern

In ancient Britain and Ireland, the Celtic festival of
Samhain was observed on October 31. It was one
of the most important, and yet sinister, calendar
festivals of the Celtic year.

Celts were the first Aryan people who came from
Asia to settle in Europe; they engaged in occultic
arts, worshiped nature, giving it supernatural,
animistic qualities.

Ancient Druids were the learned priestly class of the
Celtic religion.

Celts believed they were descended from the god
Dis, the Roman name for the god of the dead.
Human sacrifices occurred regularly among the
Druids and were connected to prosperity.

Human sacrifices are still a part of certain Satanist
and neo-pagan groups.

Druids believed that October 31, the night before
their new year and the last day of the old year,
Samhain, the lord of death, gathered the souls of
the evil dead who had been condemned to enter
the bodies of animals.

They conducted fire festivals with huge bonfires set

The carved pumpkin may have originated with
the witches’ use of a skull with a candle inside to
light the way to coven meetings. However, the
legend of “Irish Jack” is also told: A stingy drunk
named Jack tricked the devil into climbing an apple
tree for an apple, but then cut the sign of a cross
into the trunk of the tree— preventing the devil
from coming down. Jack forced the devil to swear
he would never come after Jack’s soul. The devil
reluctantly agreed. When Jack eventually died he
was turned away from the gates of heaven because
of his life of drunkenness and selfishness. He next
went to the devil who also rejected him, keeping his
promise. As Jack was leaving hell (and happening to
be eating a turnip) the devil threw a live coal at him.
Condemned to wander the earth, Jack put the coal
inside the turnip, making a “jack o’lantern.”
Eventually, pumpkins replaced the turnip.

Trick or Treat and Costumes

2. Among the ancient Druids, the ghosts that were
on hilltops to “frighten away evil spirits”. It was thought to throng about the houses of the living
thought all kinds of evil spirits, were roaming about. were greeted with a feast. At the end of the feast,
It was a significant night to placate the supernatural masked and costumed villagers representing the
powers controlling the processes of nature. souls of the dead paraded to the outskirts of town
On this night, evil ghosts were supposed to play leading the ghosts away
tricks on humans and cause supernatural 3. Mischief-making on this occasion was eventually

manifestations. People donned grotesque masks
and danced around huge bonfires to scare away the

evil spirits.

replaced by the familiar small children going door to
door. Seeking treats may hail back to the Druit

practice of begging material for the bonfires. The




“trick” appears to be derived from the idea that
ghosts and witches created mischief on the living if
they did not provide the “treats”.

Over Reacting?

4.

Halloween is, for many, a “crossover” involvement
in which innocent games can lead to serious
entanglement with real witches, neo-pagans, new
agers, and other occultists.

Ouija Boards

The “entry” for many witches and neo-pagans came
from the Ouija Board. Interestingly, the copyright
for the ‘game’ is owned by Parker Brothers whose
corporate

Massachusetts.

headquarters are in Salem,

Popularity

6.

10.

11.

12.

13.

More witches in England and America today than at
any time since the Reformation.

US harbors the fastest growing and most highly
organized body of Satanists and occultists in the
world.

Forms of the occult can include mediums,

channelers, clairvoyants, psychics, spiritualists,

diviners, mystics, gurus, shamans, physical
researchers, Yogis, psychic and holistic healers,
astral travel, astrology, mysticism, Ouija boards,
Tarot cards, contact with the dead, UFQO’s, and
thousands others practices.

Occultism includes satanism, astrology, kabbalah,
gnosticism, theosophy, witchcraft, and many forms
of serious magic.
Includes activities seeking the acquisition of
“hidden” things which are expressly forbidden by
God in the Bible.

Even the pulpits are suspect ... they include views
and doctrines that Paul warned against: “Doctrines
of Demons” (1 Timothy 4:1).

Walter Martin (author of Kingdom of the Cults)
estimates that over 100 million Americans are
actively or peripherally involved in these areas.
belief in the

believe they have been in

67% of Americans profess a
supernatural; 42%

contact with someone who died.

Meaning of “Occult”

1.

Comes from Latin word “occultus” meaning “to
cover up, hide, or conceal.” Its purpose is to
deceive. It is not simply a philosophy or pastime.

It is the domain of extremely powerful, sentient,
hostile superbeings that have a vigorous agenda to
destroy us personally. There are many superstitions
of false concepts in ancient Israel about which the
Bible

punishable by death.

is silent.  Occultism, in any form, was
Why? Occult promotes the notion that power lies
people that
independent of God, that mankind needs no power
other than that which is within.

within all is separate from and

Control

1.

Demons have a vested interested in Halloween
because it supports the occult, and also offers novel
and unexpected opportunities to control or
influence people.

Wherever psychic powers are found, the spirit
world is also found. Psychic power comes from the
spirit world.

It is not a natural, human ability. People are not
necessarily aware that spirits are indwelling them.
Part of the deception is for the subject to assume

III

that they have a “natural” psychic ability.

White Witchcraft

1.

Witchcraft is the theme of
Halloween—it is always evil.

continues to cast the witch and neo-pagan

most common

Revisionist history

communities as those who would help both
mankind and planet Earth itself.

“White” witchcraft is an attempt to promote an
alleged difference from “black” that is no more than
an alluring deception. Painting witchcraft in a good,
positive (white) light is the reason for the success of
witchcraft—along with the general breakdown of
the Western culture.

Halloween practices open the door to the occult
and can introduce forces into people’s lives that
they are not equipped to combat.




Contemporary Witchcraft

1. Samhain (Halloween) is one of the “greater
sabbats” for the celebration of witchcraft. Some
witches will request a day off from work for their
special day while others have actually sought to
have schools closed to commemorate their great
sabbat.

2. Most satanic groups consider Halloween a special
night as reflected in the view that Halloween
became the only day of the year in which it was
believed that the devil could be invoked for help in
finding out about the future.

3. There is genuine power in the occult, but it’s
demonic power. Any serious study of Biblical
demonology will reveal Satan as the power behind
false religion, witchcraft, idolatry, and the occult.

4. Participating in the perpetuation of the usual pagan
(and occultic) rituals of Halloween are hardly the
enterprise of a Biblical Christian.

Aliens

1. Another modern packaging of the occult is found in
the UFO craze. Numerous researchers who have
set out to “debunk” the UFO tales have come back
convinced they’re real. The evidences point to
paraphysical aspects. The messages they present
clearly identify them as demonic.

Protection

1. Spiritual discernment is needed.

2. Intellect alone is insufficient.

3. We are engaged in a war - a desperate war. We're
already in it because we're in Christ. If we are not
in Christ, we belong to the enemy; on his turf.

4. We have to PUT ON (an imperative) the armor of
God — the WHOLE armor of God.

|Armor of God

Be equipped for warfare; put on the whole armor of
God (Ephesians 6:11-18), an essential imperative. We
don’t put on armor in the middle of a skirmish but
beforehand making sure it'’s complete and operative
with intensity.

Put on the whole _armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to
stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and
having on the breastplate of righteousness; and your feet shod with
the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield
of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of
the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God: Praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all
perseverance and supplication for all saints.

Loins Girt About With Truth
What is truth? Truth is most precious treasure to be
coveted—true information as opposed to speculation.

Knowledge is power, the key to success, fulfillment,
victory. The pursuit of truth should be one of our
primary endeavors. The greatest weapon against
Christians is the abandonment of truth. Determining
truth should be the cornerstone of our living. The
correct and true view of God is our survival tool. Most
assumptions demand reexamination. As you begin to
examine them, most are false from deliberate deceit.
Girding the loins with truth relates to the Roman army’s
belt made of 6” of leather — all body armor and
weapons were hooked to it. It gave the soldier the
freedom of movement. All weapons were made and
assembled and put on BEFORE the war began. We can’t
postpone gaining combat knowledge.

Shield of Faith

If you have doubts, problems with perspective or
Biblical views, the time to fix those is now. If you have a
guestion about something you don’t understand,
pursue it and find out; do your homework. Don’t be one
who has to be spoon-fed on the sideline, plug the hole
in your faith. If you have fundamental doubts about
major issues, get it settled, do your homework and
don’t wait for someone to spoon-feed you. The market
always, rewards the diligent.

The Roman shields were one of the pieces of the armor
that could be used in combination. Their dimensions
were 4’h 2.5'w. They used “tortoise formation” and 27
shoulders — 6 in front and 3 rows of 7 each. The front
row would lock shields and rest would cover themselves
from top and sides. Looked like a walking tank. They
would test it by running chariots over it. Think about




the body of Christ (Corinthians) how the members are
diverse from one another; if we’re not using our gifts
we’re depriving the rest of the body. Trials equip us to
minister to the body in that area in which we’ve been
tried. The key to faith is knowledge (not blindly
accepting something). Faith is the REASON of the hope
that is within us — faith in the Word of God, trust in God.
Faith is based on knowledge and trust in God’s Word.
The integrity of the Word is excellent — mechanically -
the text is engineered and has been guarded as an
engineered message. Resolve your doubts before you
face your battles.

Helmet of Salvation
Provided protection for the head—gives sense of safety;

ultimate victory is certain for the believer. Most
important aspect against satanic attack is our assurance
of salvation; we’re sealed to redemption (Eph 4:30). 2
Timothy 1:12 says “lI know whom | have believed and
am persuaded...” (“am persuaded” not “suspect that”
or “hope that”). Christ’s faithfulness isn’t the issue; our
lack of persuasion is. Without that knowledge, we’re
vulnerable.

Sword of the Spirit
The word of God ... dressed in armor, the last thing the
Roman soldier picked up was his sword. The Roman

army’s sword was sharpened on both edges (a very
revolutionary invention); he could win his engagement
with the enemy from any close encounter (not from a
distance). The soldiers had to be specially trained and
have a lot of practice to be proficient with the sword,
but when used properly, the win was guaranteed. Jesus
used the Sword in His temptation by satan (Matthew 4).
Because Christians are untrained in the Word, the lies
from the enemy (and from the pulpit) serve as the
enemy inflicting mortal damage on the Christian. We
must be proficient in the Word to wage warfare on the
enemy.

a. Do we pray for each other?
b. Do we pray for our pastor?
¢.  Our congregation...Our community?

2. Beyond the personal armor, in order to effectively
wage battle going on at a distance where we
seemingly have no influence, we have the heavy
artillery of prayer. Prayer affects a spiritual battle
going on in Europe, Africa, China. Coordination is
essential. Jesus was always praying — God incarnate
Himself established the importance of prayer in the
Christian’s life by His own example.

3. Paul admonishes us to pray for ALL saints (v19).
Paul, himself, asked for prayer that he might be
bolder—if Paul knew he needed the prayers of the
church to become bolder, how much more do we?

Summary

Heavy Artillery: Prayer

1. Considering the individual soldier’s armor, Paul
identifies the most important aspect of a soldier’s
ground support is his heavy artillery in spiritual
warfare (v 18). “Pray always with all supplication in
the spirit ... for all saints.”

Halloween is not child’s play and neither is it “cute”; it is
not just a cultural tradition. It is an open invitation to
the occult, putting at risk the eternal souls of children,
teens, and adults. As Christians, we have a responsibility
to be informed and to inform others. We have a
mandate from God to be wise, to guard our hearts, and
to proclaim truth until our dying breath. We are called
to take a stand and not allow the culture to dictate our
lives. We must be the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ
who sets the standards for our culture by not bowing to
the pressure to close our eyes and look the other way.
Stand, having put on the whole armor of God, and
a bold and
uncompromising ambassador of the Kingdom of the
Most High God.

know that you have been as Paul ..

No more costumes. No more masks. No more
participating in the “good” part of evil. There is NO
good in evil, even if it appears to be harmless and fun.
Because of Jesus and His precious shed blood, we are
free from the penalty of death. Why would we even
consider celebrating or promoting that which Jesus
conqguered on our behalf?

A Christian Celebrating Halloween

Is Akin To A Holocaust Survivor
CelebratingHgr j cp8q Bg




